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IFTY YEARS AGO,
IF YOU were to drive
through the bustling City
of Hamilton, Ontario,
you would be met with only
a solitary residential high-rise
soaring above the downtown
cityscape. The Clarenden (now the
Fountainbleu) was the City’s first
residential skyscraper, and the
work of Alfonso Frisina, a budding
developer and contractor.
Three generations later, Frisina’s
company is still thriving, and
has forged a strong reputation
for building excellence in the
greater Ontario area. Still
family-owned and operated,
Frisina Developments Inc. is the
commercial arm of Frisina Group,
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a consortium of residential, commercial, and land
development companies that have been operating out
of the Hamilton area for half a century. And while the
City has grown substantially in that time, Hamilton’s
current tallest building, Landmark Place, is also a
Frisina Developments property – a symbol of the
firm’s strong presence and rich history in the region.
Al Frisina, grandson of Alfonso and the company’s
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Projects Manager, sees himself as carrying on a
lineage of quality construction and exceptional
customer service. “My grandfather came here as a
master carpenter, working various construction jobs
before deciding to strike out on his own. Now we’re
three generations in, and still a family business
operating on the same values passed down through
the years. For us, quality is primary, in planning,

235 Main West
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development, or
construction. As my
grandfather used to
say, ‘if it’s not good
enough for your family,
it’s not good enough for
the customer.’”
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AS MY GRANDFATHER USED TO
SAY, ‘IF IT’S NOT GOOD ENOUGH
FOR YOUR FAMILY, IT’S NOT GOOD
ENOUGH FOR THE CUSTOMER.’
AL FRISINA, PROJECTS MANAGER

BUILDING A LEGACY

Even today, Frisina Developments Inc continues to shape Hamilton’s downtown
scene. 235 Main West – the firm’s latest commercial project – is a three-story,
27,000 square foot mixed retail and office building opening this fall. The firm is
targeting LEED Silver standards for the project, which is being built to some of the
highest sustainability standards in the industry. “We send all of our construction
waste to Canada’s largest recycling plant, meaning that more than 90 per cent of
our site waste is diverted from landfills,” explains Frisina.
The company’s current project, 235 Main West, is being built on the site of an
old gas station on a prominent corner in downtown Hamilton. This brownfield
restoration will bring green and high-tech businesses to the area, increasing
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revenue and rejuvenating nearby city blocks
while restoring this once polluted and
abandoned property.
The firm’s commitment to green practices
extends from the office, where digital filing
replaces as much paper as possible, to the
field, where iPads and the AutoCADWS app
allow Frisina and other team members to
view and edit plans on the fly, accessing
drawings via cloud documentation services
and sending revised or annotated workings
to architects or subs.
POISED FOR GROWTH

Forming Crew at topping off party of Century 21 (Landmark Place)

The firm completes two to three major
commercial projects per year with their
modest staff of less than ten. The closeknit atmosphere and family relations help
give each project a personal, detail-oriented
focus. Frisina Developments has developed
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long-lasting and rewarding
relationships with various
subcontractors and vendors in
the region. Many companies have
remained loyal to the firm over
the course of many projects, with
some following Frisina to remote
projects in other areas.
Frisina Construction operated
for nearly fifty years before
becoming Frisina Group in
2005, an umbrella organization
for the company’s holdings of
Frisina Homes (residential),
Frisina Developments (land
development), Manhattan West
Corporation (commercial real
estate development) and 100
Main Street Limited (land
holding). With these various
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arms, Frisina Group is able to
tackle a wide range of projects
with skilled and experienced
crews. The firm is also heavily
involved in corporate giving, and
actively supports St. Joseph’s
Healthcare Foundation and
Hamilton Hive – an organization
supporting young professionals –
among others.
The firm’s hometown of
Hamilton is itself a renewal
city, much like Chicago in the
United States. The City is moving
away from manufacturing and
industrial operations, and is
instead encouraging greener,
technology-oriented businesses in
its revitalized downtown area. As
one of the most well-recognized
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Ralph Frisina - CEO

Freestanding 500’ Above Hamilton with
the Canadian Flag
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and established construction
firms in the larger Hamilton
region, Frisina Developments Inc
is positioned to lead the many
projects that are coming from
this redevelopment process, and
become a major driver for the
area’s economy.
The 235 Main West project is one
such effort, and when completed
will become the firm’s new
headquarters. With cutting edge
green office space, a burgeoning
local construction market, and over
fifty years of building experience,
Frisina Developments is set to
maintain its reputation as one of the
region’s premier development firms,
helping advance Ontario’s economic
growth for years to come.
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STATISTICS

Name:
The Frisina Group
Country:
Canada
Est: 1956
Number of Employees:
Less than 10
Industry: Land Development
and Construction
Premiere service:
Land Development and
Commercial and Residential
Construction
CEO:
Ralph Frisina
Website:
www.FrisinaGroup.com

